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ABOLITION   OF   FLOGGING
The Bill's proposals with regard to corporal punishment represent a
great step forward. In accordance with the recommendations of a
recent committee (the Cadogan), all the powers which the coura
hitherto possessed to pass sentences of corporal punishment are to be
swept away.
Corporal punishment does not entirely disappear from the penal
code* but it is retained only as a punishment for offences committed in
prison. The maximum sentence permissible is eighteen strokes of the
cat-o'-nine-tails for those over twenty-one years old, and twelve strokes
of the birch-rod for those under twenty-one.
It is proposed to frame new regulations regarding preventive
detention for habitual offenders. Whereas formerly sentences of
preventive detention could only be given in addition to terms of penal
servitude, under the new Act it will be possible to pass sentences of
preventive detention alone. These sentences will normally be frota
two to four years for persons over thirty, but in exceptional cases k
will be possible to raise them to between four and ten years. In case*
of habitual offenders of between twenty-one and thirty years, it will
be customary to pass sentences of from two to four years' corrcetht
training, instead of penal servitude.
SING   SING,   A   GREAT   AMERICAN   EXPERIMENT
In 1913, Thomas Mott Osborne, an American reformer, voluntarily
underwent a period of imprisonment in Auburn jail, New York, so that
he might be able to look at penal problems from the criminal's point
of view. His experiences there confirmed him in the conviction that
far from helping to fit the prisoner to make an honest living on hit
release, the American system then in operation made the criminal moit
antisocial than ever. Determined to remedy this deplorable state of
affairs, he introduced at Sing Sing prison a system of convict self*
government calculated to bring out the best in every prisoner. He
entirely abolished punishment and devoted all his energies to improve-
ment His experiments were greeted with derision from variowi
dk-hard quarters, but they proved eminently successful, not only in
Sing Sing but in the naval prison at Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Sing Sing is still one of the most advanced prisons m the world.
Its population of 3,000 includes murderers, kidnappers, gangster*,
embezzlers and felons, whose average age is twenty-three and who are
serving $entseace$ which average out at $ix years. Correction instead of
punishment remains the rule of the " house.'*
The prisoners are graded, but not degraded. They work, play, study
aad me entertained. They talk freely among themselves and to their
wmAua, wbooa they arc taught to regard as meads. The illiterate nt
vkxafcd by the learned among the prisoners in school-rooms wefr
itodbttt wkfe books. As reward for a long term of good behaviour *
; a large rocnG with a view out to trees and tbe sky.